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Colouring Athens - A Crowdsourcing Platform for the Collection of Data on Athens' Building Stock
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Extended abstract
This paper reports on the development of Colouring Athens, a crowdsourcing platform designed to collect, display and make accessible data for each building in Athens. Colouring Athens allows public to input, validate and download information about the buildings of the city based on specific attributes designed upon research, such as the age of the building, its morphology, use, construction system, height, heritage status, the condition of the public realm that surrounds it, its popularity and others. Both the data and the code of Colouring Athens will be open and available under an Open Data Commons Open Database License (ODbL) and a GNU General Public License.
The building stock is a city’s largest physical asset and one of its most significant socioeconomic resources. The availability of comprehensive information on the composition, operation and dynamic behavior of building stocks is fundamental in order to address critical issues such as the improvement of their quality, sustainability and resilience and the effective design and programming of cities. However, few systematised digital data are available for the building stock of the city of Athens and other Greek cities. In this context, Colouring Athens aims to contribute substantially in addressing a number of issues that concern Greek cities, such as the maintenance and reuse of buildings, their environmental and structural upgrade, the protection of cultural heritage and the identification of areas for regeneration. The platform is designed as a pilot that could be easily applied to other Greek cities.
The paper presents the initial phases of the Colouring Athens project, that include the design and beta testing that will lead to the full launch of the platform. The platform is developed by the Urban Planning Research Lab of the School of Architecture of the National Technical University of Athens and the Geochoros Geospatial Analysis and GIS Research Group of the School of Rural, Surveying and Geoinformatics Engineering of the National Technical University of Athens. It is funded by the Athens Development and Destination Agency. Colouring Athens code is developed based on the open Colouring Cities code that was initially developed for the city of London. Colouring Athens is part of the international Colouring Cities Research Programme set up at The Alan Turing Institute, the United Kingdom's national institute for data science and artificial intelligence, in order to support international research institutions wishing to reproduce and co-work on Colouring Cities code at city or country level. 
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