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Extended abstract

Nowadays it is rather common for a masterpiece belonging to a past chronological period to be located in a contemporary modern city center. This fact by itself generates multiple issues related not only to restoration but also to the efficient management of them in order to be integrated into the urban fabric. Therefore, a deep investigation has occurred towards that direction, based on multiple examples worldwide. However, the focus was posed on two case studies, namely the Ancient Theatre of Larissa in Greece and the St. Luca School of Arts in Ghent. That choice was the outcome of an attempt to examine in which way the cultural, financial and social domain of the different urban context of each society affect the management of the respective cultural asset.
The first case study refers to a Hellenistic archaeological monument called “The ancient theatre of Larissa A” which is located in the “heart” of the titular city in the territorial area of Greece. It consists the second biggest existed Roman theatre in Greece and one of the two that are located in urban centers. Due to its scale, cultural value and uniqueness, it has been designated into the Tentative List of UNESCO since 2014. Furthermore, its restoration works and its integration to the urban fabric are priorities for the municipal authorities, the scientific community and the local will of the inhabitants. Currently, the theatre is not in use, the accessibility in the spot is limited (especially for people with disabilities) and there is no submitted management plan.

The second case refers to “The St. Luca school of Arts” which is located in Ghent in Belgium and specifically in a neighborhood adjacent to the famous historic center of the city. It is difficult to categorize it due to the fact that its evolution throughout the years was rather complex. As a result, nowadays it embraces a sober Neo – Gothic idiom, the pure Neo – Gothic style and the modern style of 60’. Currently, it is used by the faculty of Fine Arts which is a part of an extended campus system with the title of St.Luca. However, it is considered to be quite introvert as a construction and the most significant elements that it includes are completely unknown to the local inhabitants; some of them are the Bethune museum, the Didactic museum and the chapel. 
The comparison between the above-mentioned monuments revealed that a multidisciplinary approach among the different stakeholders, is necessary. Furthermore, it is crucial for a monument to have a management plan in which the cultural, financial and social values will be ensured. Simultaneously, this plan needs to be included into a bigger management plan for the respective urban area and the legal protection of both needs to enhance this relationship. Socially speaking, the activity needs to be centered on education and information of the people – especially for the small- scaled monuments – in order for the crowd to be intended to maintain and probably financially support them. 
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